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The renovation of United Aidines” headguarters, completed by 1A

Intesior Architects, reused over | million pounds of material and
fumitura (center); Page's Austin office echieved & 78 percent
diversion of constructson waste (left); and Lord Abbett's larsey
City office by HLW cut embeodied carbon by 34 percent.

These office designs demonstrate that avoiding

carbon emissions goes hand in hand with cost : :
savings, healthier spaces, and beautiful interiors. E : O O—t rl n -t S
By Will Speros 54 :
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WORKPLACE

RECLAIMING
THE VALUE
OF MATERIALS

As the first airline committed to achieving
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by
2050 without carbon offsets, United
Airlines needed the renovation of its
Chicago headguarters to embody its
values. Housing more than 3,000 employ-
ees across 650,000 square feet and 13
floors of the Willis Tower, the office was
refreshed by 1A Interior Architects with a
new lease on circular economy.

“Our goals were to demonsirate
United's commitment to pursuing environ-
mentally conscious design, reducing utility
consumption, and implementing resource-
ful construction practices,” says [A senior
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director of sustainability Brett Gardner.
“We employed circular economy sirategles
with an emphasis on reuse, recycling, and
diverting materials from landfills to reduce
the embodled carbon for the project by
3,333 metric tons of COe.”

Metal frames and fabric panels of
2,254 existing workstations were used to
create new hybrid workstations, diverting
more than 500,000 pounds of material
from landfills in the process. Another
793,000 pounds of furniture was also
diverted by recycling other existing
elements like acoustic ceiling tiles.
“Reusing existing architecture and
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furniture is a challenge,” Gardner says.
“But it was worth the extra time, as it
delivered dividends on both carbon and
cost reductions.”

United also looked to resolve its
carbon footprint beyond the workplace
by integrating out-of-service airplane
parts. The most notable appearances
include engine-inspired light fixtures, a
turbine coffee table, and a winglet room
divider. Playful artwork composed of
seatbelts and runway batons brings
character to a project distilled by Gardner
in a succinct phrase: “Keeping materials
simple optimizes future reuse.”

COUATESY GARRETT ROMWLAND

CIRCULARITY IN PRODUCTS

EMBODIED CARBOM

HEALTHY MATERIALS

RESPOMNSIELE RENOVATION

The desigrers returnad
mare than 860,000 square
feet of existing carpet tile
using Shaw Contract’s

Re{ TURN] program befora
spei:iiy'ing Ny, sustain
abde product from Shaw.
This one stratagy alone
rawed carbon emissions
equivalent to B cars being
driven for ane year, The
team also incorporated
actual airplane parts in the
office, including a winglet
a5 2 room divider (Tacing
page) and an engina fan
blada hub within a custom
coffae takle.
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